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Maricopa County 
Board of Supervisors 
301 West Jefferson Street • 10th Floor • Phoenix, AZ 85003 •  www.maricopa.gov 

November 4, 2020 

 

Dear Maricopa County voters, 

As members of the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors, we are concerned about the misinformation spreading 

about the integrity of our elections.   

First, vote counting is not a Republican or Democrat issue; everyone should want all the votes to be counted, 

whether they were mailed or cast in person.  An accurate vote takes time.  It's possible the results you see now 

may change after all the votes are counted.  This is evidence of democracy, not fraud. 

Second, sharpies do not invalidate ballots.  We did extensive testing on multiple different types of ink with our 

new vote tabulation equipment.  Sharpies are recommended by the manufacturer because they provide the 

fastest-drying ink.  The offset columns on ballots ensure that any bleed-through will not impact your vote.  For this 

reason, sharpies were provided to in-person voters on Election Day.  People who voted by mail could use sharpies, 

or blue or black pens.  Our Elections Department has been communicating this publicly for weeks. 

Maricopa County has bipartisan oversight of elections in 2020 with the Board of Supervisors and the Recorder's 

Office each playing an important role.  We would like to thank the hundreds of volunteers, poll workers and staff 

for being a part of an incredible Elections team.  All of us are committed to a fair and efficient count of all votes. 

Thank you, 

 
Clint Hickman 

Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors 

 

 
Steve Gallardo 

Supervisor, District 5, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors 
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November 5, 2020 

 

Via Email  

 

Michael S. Catlett 

Deputy Solicitor General  

Office of the Arizona Attorney General 

michael.catlett@azag.gov  

 

Re: AGO Investigation of Use of Sharpie Brand Markers at Maricopa County Voting Centers 

 

Dear Mr. Catlett, 

  

Thank you for copying me on your November 4, 2020 letter to the Maricopa County Elections 

Department about your inquiry into the use of “Sharpie brand markers” to complete ballots. 

  

As a preliminary matter, it is unclear what provision of Title 16 of the Arizona Revised Statutes 

and the 2019 Elections Procedures Manual (“Manual”) you are seeking to “enforce.” Nevertheless, 

on behalf of the Secretary of State, I am responding to your letter in an effort to help quickly put 

an end to these unfounded claims so that election officials can focus on completing the count and 

certifying results for the November 3, 2020 election. As Arizona’s Chief Election Officer, the 

Secretary has a keen interest in ensuring that the public and your office have accurate and complete 

information. Moreover, the Secretary is committed to stopping the spread of false and unfounded 

claims about the election and is hopeful that, with the information below, the Attorney General’s 

Office will cease perpetuating a conspiracy theory that undermines the hard work of Arizona’s 

election administrators, poll workers, and voters. As you know, combating election disinformation 

has been a priority for the Secretary.1 

  

First, inherent in your questions is the false assumption that using Sharpies on a ballot causes 

ballots to be rejected, spoiled, or canceled. That is simply not true, as the Maricopa County 

Elections Department and the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors has publicly explained.2 

Further, even if a ballot cannot be read by a tabulation machine—whether due to the type of pen 

 
1 See, e.g., Shumway, J. (2020, June 29). GOP lawmakers bypass Democrat Hobbs to disburse elections money . 

Retrieved November 05, 2020, from https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/06/25/gop-lawmakers-bypass-democrat-

hobbs-to-disburse-elections-money/ (“Hobbs planned to spend $500,000 her office received through the Help America 

Vote Act on digital and radio advertising to combat disinformation about the 2020 election… Attorney General Mark 

Brnovich, a Republican, had lobbied GOP lawmakers to remove the spending request from the day’s agenda.”) 
2 Maricopa County Elections Department, https://twitter.com/MaricopaVote/status/1323728961231233025?s=20; 

Hickman, C. & Gallardo, S. “A Message to Maricopa County Voters,” available at 

https://twitter.com/maricopacounty/status/1324131969475637248.   

mailto:michael.catlett@azag.gov
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/06/25/gop-lawmakers-bypass-democrat-hobbs-to-disburse-elections-money/
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2020/06/25/gop-lawmakers-bypass-democrat-hobbs-to-disburse-elections-money/
https://twitter.com/MaricopaVote/status/1323728961231233025?s=20
https://twitter.com/maricopacounty/status/1324131969475637248
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used, a tear, or other damage to the ballot—counties have established procedures for ensuring the 

voter can cast a replacement ballot at the polling place, or, if tabulated at a central counting facility, 

for the ballot to be adjudicated or duplicated by a bipartisan board of election workers and then 

counted. The type of pen a voter uses would not cancel or invalidate a voter’s vote.   

  

Second, and more importantly, this imagined controversy regarding the use of Sharpies has 

absolutely nothing to do with the cancellation of early ballots.  As the Secretary explained 

yesterday,3 voters who received an early ballot but chose to vote in-person will see their early 

ballot status show as “Canceled” if they look up their early ballot status on my.arizona.vote. This 

occurs because the early ballot is in fact canceled so that only the ballot that was cast in-person 

will be counted.  A “Canceled” early ballot status does not mean the other ballot that was cast in-

person is canceled. The Secretary’s my.arizona.vote website does not provide a status look-up tool 

for regular in-person ballots cast on Election Day because they are all counted and voting credit 

for the election is subsequently attributed to the voter’s record. 

  

The Secretary is committed to overseeing a fair election and dispelling misinformation that would 

make that job more difficult for state and county election officials. She sincerely hopes that the 

Attorney General shares that same goal, and will join an ever-growing chorus of public officials 

and media sources that have correctly labeled what is now being referred to as “SharpieGate” as 

the unfounded conspiracy theory that it is.4 

 

To the extent you may be confronted with other political issues like this one in the future, the 

Secretary encourages you to take steps to maintain, rather than undermine, public confidence in 

Arizona’s election processes. 

 

 

      Sincerely,  

     

  
Sambo (Bo) Dul 

State Elections Director 

Arizona Secretary of State Katie Hobbs 

bdul@azsos.gov  

602.542.8683 

 

cc:  Hon. Clint Hickman, Chairman, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors 

 Scott Jarett, Director of Election Day and Emergency Voting,  

Maricopa County Elections Department 

 
3 Secretary of State Katie Hobbs, https://twitter.com/SecretaryHobbs/status/1324074443740647425?s=20, and 

https://twitter.com/SecretaryHobbs/status/1324158248996405249?s=20. 
4 For example, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, under the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security, published a resource to dispel the false rumors that “poll workers gave specific writing instruments, such 

as Sharpies, only to specific voters to cause their ballots to be rejected.” Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 

Agency, “#Protect2020 Rumor vs. Reality,” https://www.cisa.gov/rumorcontrol#rumor18.  

mailto:bdul@azsos.gov
https://twitter.com/SecretaryHobbs/status/1324074443740647425?s=20
https://twitter.com/SecretaryHobbs/status/1324158248996405249?s=20
https://www.cisa.gov/rumorcontrol#rumor18
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12· ·EXCERPT OF TWEET FROM JOE DANA @JoeDanaReports

13· · · · · · · · · November 5, 2020
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·1· · · ·ATTORNEY GENERAL BRNOVICH:· Do I think, based on

·2· what I’ve heard now and what we’ve seen, um, that

·3· maybe this was a little overblown?· I think that -- I

·4· will at this point say that I will believe what the

·5· election officials have said verbally and, you know,

·6· take them at their word.· I don’t think anyone in

·7· Arizona would have -- was consciously trying to create

·8· a controversy or conspiracy, because at the end of the

·9· day -- you know, think about this:· If indeed there

10· was an issue with Sharpies --· I mean, I’m not a math

11· whiz, but that would have affected both parties

12· equally.

13· · · ·(End of recording)
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·1· · · · · · · · · C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · -· -  -

·3

·4

·5· · · · I, Meridith Consor, Transcriptionist, do

·6· ·hereby certify that I was authorized to and did

·7· ·transcribe the provided recording and that the

·8· ·foregoing transcript is a true and accurate

·9· ·transcription to the best of my ability.

10

11· · · · Dated this 5th day of November, 2020.
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15· · · ________________________________________

16· · · ·MERIDITH CONSOR, TRANSCRIPTIONIST
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